
Ditcheat Primary School
Weekly Newsletter - 24th November 2021

This newsletter can also be viewed on our school website:
http://ditcheatprimary.co.uk/

Please remember we are a NO NUT and SESAME school.  Please check that snacks and
packed lunches do not contain any nuts or sesame.

Headteachers update

Dear Parents and Carers,

Glad tidings of great joy,and GOOD news to all men (women and children),

No, I haven’t started celebrating Christmas just yet, but it is the perfect time to tell you that we have
received the Final Ofsted Report. It is wonderful to be able to say that the Inspectors found us to be
a Good school.   You will, of course, receive a copy of the report shortly, which celebrates the
fantastic things happening, and most importantly, is fulsome in its praise of the wonderful children.

There are issues to address, but all were already part of our Strategic Plan and are well on the way
to being rectified.   Thank you so much for your lovely, positive contributions. Julie Carrington did
say it was rare for every single parent responding to the questionnaire to say they would
recommend the school, and the response was 100%.

We are very much hoping to be able to continue with our live Christmas plans. Obviously, we will be
monitoring the situation, and I will give as much notice as I can if things need to change. Should that
be the case, we would hope to video performances so that at least the children have the experience
and that you see their performances.

Just a little plea about birthday treats. It is so lovely that the children want to share treats with their
friends, but as we are a healthy school we can not hand the treats out during school time. We are
also mindful of children’s allergies.

Best wishes,
Michelle Heap
Interim Headteacher

http://ditcheatprimary.co.uk/


Attendance Last Week

Cherry Maple Holly Willow

91.9% 96.3% 100% 94.1%

Whole School Attendance for 2021-2022 = 95.9%

Consent for upcoming trips

Willow class trip to Bovington Tank Museum
On Monday 13th December (RESCHEDULED DATE) Willow class will be heading to
Bovington Tank Museum.  Please consent via the Google form and pay your contribution
via SCOPAY.

Google Form
Letter

Swimming - Willow Class - Spring Term
Swimming will be starting for Willow class on Monday 10th January 2022.  Please make
sure you have consented and paid £32.00 via SCOPAY.  Please click below to read the
letter:

Swimming letter

School photos - Thursday 25th November
Unfortunately we will not be doing pre-school sibling photos again this year due to Covid.
We will keep children as separate as we can.  All Orders will need to be made online by 6th
December to avoid postage charges.

Parents Evening
Interim reports will be going home at the end of this term and we will hold a parents
evening (possibly online) on the 11th January 2022.

Hot lunches
Can we please ask parents to ring the office if you have uploaded a lunch for your child
AFTER a Monday.  We print the reports on Monday for the week and don’t know if any
children have been added.  Today, we had 3 extra children who were not down for lunch.
We just had enough food to cover the additional children.

https://forms.gle/hgD16Dw3122WVP2b8
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1S_2O8z-JjSBpMxZ-p0gtxgs-d9KRghKb/edit
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1vhCCZUm7IaQP8a3tfOmPr_SxEsO17oWibcnrnW2YUcI/edit


#999 Unite the Uniforms
Schools have been invited to come together and raise money for #999UniteTheUniforms.
This is to build the UK’s first 21ft 999 Cenotaph which will be placed in Whitehall, London.

Your child can come into school on Friday 3rd December wearing red, blue, green or
orange (colours of the emergency services).  This is a non-uniform day.  Willow class can
take part even though they are at Carymoor, please make sure they are still wearing
appropriate outdoor clothing though.

For more information please click on the link below, this will also detail how you can make a
£1 donation:

https://www.999cenotaph.org.uk/

Extreme Weather Protocol
Should we experience inclement weather in the next few months, we will take
several steps to keep parents as well informed as possible. Should we need to
take the decision to close the school, we will make sure that we post the news on
our Facebook page (https://www.facebook.com/ditcheatprimary ), put a notice on the home
page of our website (www.ditcheatprimary.co.uk ), inform local radio
stations, put a memo on Tapestry and email parents via SCOPAY.

We will make the decision as early as possible on the day of the school closing.  As we
have staff that travel in from afar we have to make sure their safety, as well as the
childrens, is taken into consideration.

Christmas Lunch

Mrs Clarkson will be cooking Christmas lunch for lower and upper key stage groups in the
last week of term.

Reception, Year 1 and Year 2
Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 will have Christmas lunch on Tuesday 14th December. Can
you please indicate on SCOPAY if your child will have the meat option or veg option.
Please use these NEW codes to book your child’s lunch, C = Christmas MEAT and D =
Delicious VEG. If your child would like to bring in a packed lunch from home this is fine,
they will still be part of the celebrations. We ask that you indicate P for that day though.

We will have turkey (quorn roast), roast potatoes, yorkshire puddings, pigs in
blankets (veg option), veg and gravy.  Dietary requirements will be catered for.

On Wednesday 15th December while Year 3, 4, 5 & 6 are having their Christmas lunch,
Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 will have pizza for lunch NOT a roast.

https://www.999cenotaph.org.uk/utu/
https://www.999cenotaph.org.uk/utu/
https://www.999cenotaph.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/ditcheatprimary
http://www.ditcheatprimary.co.uk


Year 3, 4, 5 & 6
Year 3, 4, 5 & 6 will have Christmas lunch on Wednesday 15th December. Can you
please indicate on SCOPAY if your child will have the meat option or veg option.  As the
lunch will be free of charge for all,  we have NEW codes. C = Christmas MEAT and D =
Delicious VEG. If your child would like to bring in a packed lunch from home this is fine,
they will still be part of the celebrations. We ask that you indicate P for that day though.

We will have turkey (quorn roast), roast potatoes, yorkshire puddings, pigs in
blankets (veg option), veg and gravy.  Dietary requirements will be catered for.

On Tuesday 14th December while Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 are having Christmas
lunch, Year 3, 4, 5 & 6 will have pizza.

Year 3 - Year 6 - Your accounts have been credited for the day your child is having
Christmas lunch.  Please remember to put in the NEW code for that day.  Thank you.

FoDS News

Sponsored Reading Challenge
We are really grateful to everyone who took part in the Sponsored Reading Challenge, we
were able to raise £815 which is another fantastic boost for the Spend a Penny fundraiser!

Online Purchases
If you're buying anything on Black Friday or Cyber Monday this weekend, please do consider
using Easyfundraising, or AmazonSmile! It really all adds up and it doesn't cost you
anything extra!!
More details on both of these are available on the Facebook Page.

Printer Cartridge/Toner Recycling
Finally, if you have any used cartridges or toners there's a good chance we will be able to
raise money by sending them off for recycling. There's a collection box in reception at
school, just pop yours in one of the handy (biodegradable) bags and drop them in the box,
these are available from the office at school or you can grab Helen Russell at drop off or
pick up to get one. For larger toners you can leave them in the packaging of their
replacement toner. There's a full list of accepted items at https://www.emptiesplease.com/

Thanks again for your ongoing support.... we're edging closer and closer to our toilet target.
We really appreciate your help.

https://www.facebook.com/Friendsofditcheat
https://www.emptiesplease.com/


Team Points:

Red: 30 Yellow: 18 Blue: 19 Green: 15

Key Dates
November
Thursday 25th         - School photos - am
Tuesday 30th          - Open morning for Parents of Reception 2022 - 9.00am - 12.00pm

December
Friday 3rd              - #999 UniteTheUniform - Non-School uniform day - £1 donation
Tuesday 7th           - Cherry and Maple ‘Are We Nearly There Yet’ Production - 2.00pm
Wednesday 8th      - Sleeping Beauty Panto (in the school hall) - funded by FoDS
Thursday 9th          - Cherry and Maple ‘Are We Nearly There Yet’ Production - 9.30am
Monday 13th          - Willow trip to Bovington - Rescheduled
Tuesday 14th         - Parent Forum at 2.00pm - Google Meet
Tuesday 14th         - Reception, 1 and 2 Christmas Lunch
Wednesday 15th    - Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 Christmas lunch
Wednesday 15th    - Holly Christmas Production - Midwife Crisis - 6.30pm - 7.30pm
Friday 17th             - Christmas Jumper day and mufti - £1 donation to Save the Children
Friday 17th             - NO Ditcheat Extra

Christmas Holidays - Monday 20th December - Friday 31st December
Monday 3rd January - Bank Holiday

January
Monday 3rd           - Bank holiday
Wednesday 5th     - Flu Vaccination - PM
January 10th        - Swimming for Willow Class - PM
Tuesday 11th         - Parents evening (possibly online)
Monday 17th         - Bikeability for Years 5 and 6
Tuesday 18th        - Bikeability for Years 5 and 6

https://www.999cenotaph.org.uk/utu/
https://christmas.savethechildren.org.uk/fundraising/cjd210022417

