
Ditcheat Primary School
Weekly Newsletter - 8th September 2021

This newsletter can also be viewed on our school website:
http://ditcheatprimary.co.uk/

Please remember we are a NO NUT and SESAME school.  Please check that snacks and
packed lunches do not contain any nuts or sesame.

Headteachers update

Dear Parents and Carers

First of all, I would like to extend the warmest welcome back to school. It was a joy to see the
children arriving this morning. There is something very special about the start of a new school year.
It has also been fantastic to have assembly with the whole school, and playtime and lunches
together. Many of the staff team have said how special that feels. Long may it last!

The staff made very productive use of the first two INSET Days. We spent Monday at Carymoor
Environmental Centre. The first part of the day was given to annual safeguarding training. The rest
of the day was spent outdoors, learning about Learning Outside the Classroom. We will be working
across the whole year with the excellent Carymoor staff to really embed outdoor learning into our
curriculum. It was also a great day for team building. I found it especially helpful as the ‘new girl’. By
the end of the day, I already felt part of this superb team.

Day 2 included first aid and EpiPen training, and an opportunity for staff to discuss lots of curricular
and administrative issues. Staff have worked very hard over the summer to get the school looking
tip top. I am so appreciative of their time, and dedication to our school.

I will be in school Monday to Wednesday every week. I am looking forward to getting to know you
all. You will find that I really want to engage with and include parents, as I feel it is important that we
work as a team. If you have any concerns at all, no matter how small, please approach me in the
morning or afternoon. If it requires a longer chat, we can do it in my office over a cup of tea. A great
way to brainstorm and find solutions.

Jo Crook will be Teacher in Charge for the latter part of the week, so if there is an issue that needs
immediate attention, please see Jo. Otherwise, we can catch up on a Monday morning.

The Ditcheat Star Assembly will now be on a Tuesday at 2.45pm, in the hall, first assembly will be
Tuesday 21st September. The teachers will choose their Star of the Week, Writer of the Week and
Mathematician of the week on a Friday afternoon. If your child has been chosen, you will be
informed on TAPESTRY, so please do keep an eye on this. Parents are very welcome to attend the
Ditcheat Star Assembly.

http://ditcheatprimary.co.uk/


The Newsletter will come out on Wednesday each week.

I have loved my first three days at Ditcheat. I feel blessed to be part of the family. Enjoy the rest of
the week, and have a great weekend.

Best wishes,

Michelle Heap
Interim Headteacher

Covid-19
Unfortunately, Covid hasn’t gone away but with some restrictions having been lifted it is still
important you are all vigilant and keep your child off of school if they present with one or more of
these symptoms (even if mild).

Main symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19)

The main symptoms of coronavirus (COVID-19) are:

● a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do not need to
measure your temperature)

● a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or more
coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse than usual)

● a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you cannot smell or
taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal

What to do if you have symptoms

If you have any of the main symptoms of COVID-19, even if they're mild:

1. Get a PCR test (test that is sent to a lab) to check if you have COVID-19 as soon as possible.
2. Stay at home and do not have visitors (self-isolate) until you get your test result – only leave your

home to have a test. Check if people you live with need to self-isolate.

Get a PCR test to check if you have COVID-19 on GOV.UK

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/self-isolation-and-treatment/when-to-self-isolate-and-what-to-do/
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test


FoDS News
Over the summer we managed to continue to bring in extra funds for our SPEND A PENNY
campaign to renovate the school toilets. Thanks to the Bake Off, School Lottery, a few generous
private donations, Easyfundraising.org and a stall at the Mid-Somerset Show we have now
raised £944 towards our goal. It's a great start to the campaign but we have a long way to go.

Follow us on our Facebook Page to keep up to date with our events and activities, hopefully
you'll find there's something for everyone!

Pre-Loved Clothing Sale
We are currently asking for donations of ladieswear, menswear and children's clothing, shoes,
bags, hats, belts and coats in good (as-new) condition. If there's still wear in it, we'd love it for
the Pre-Loved Sale on Saturday 9th October. A great way to reuse, recycle, reduce waste and
raise some much-needed money.

Even if you have nothing to clear out, please put the date in your diary and come along for tea,
coffee and cake. Maybe you will pick up a bargain!

Next Meeting Date
Our next meeting is on Wednesday 22nd September, more info on our Facebook Page, or email
us at friendsofditcheat@gmail.com.

Key Dates
September
Thursday 16th             - Year 1 Vision Screening - PM
Tuesday  21st              - Ditcheat Star Assembly - ALL welcome - 2.45pm
Wednesday 22nd        - FoDS meeting at 8.00pm

October
Saturday 9th              - FoDS Pre-Loved Sale

https://www.facebook.com/Friendsofditcheat

