
Toad patrols are organised by the Friends of Haddon Wood 

with the support the Somerset Wildlife Trust 
FROGLIFE, Castle Cary Rugby Club, and Brook House Inn 

 

 

Ange Piggott Phone No.: 07711 346949 

E-mail: angela.piggott1@btinternet.com  

 

Haddon Wood  

Toad Patrol 
The Haddon Wood Toad Patrol was established in 2020 to reduce the numbers of toads that are killed each spring 
as they migrate to their breeding pond in Haddon Wood. The patrol is co-ordinated by members of the Friends of 
Haddon Wood and the South East Area Group of the Somerset Wildlife Trust. All coordinators and patrollers are 
volunteers. The toad crossing and patrol is recognised by Froglife International and Somerset Wildlife Trust. 

Following is some general information about the Haddon Wood Toad Patrol.  

Patrolling 

 The stretch of road to be patrolled is shown in red.  

 Patrols are only on evenings when the conditions are suitable (for toads); warm and wet, with little wind. Note 
that the wetter it is the more toads will be active. 

 Each patrol should consist of at least two people; patrol the public roads as shown in the red circle.  

 When safe to do so, any toads, and other amphibians, are collected in buckets and moved to Haddon Wood, 
and released at least 10 m from the road.  

 Toads should be relased in Haddon Wood at the entrances marked (red arrows) 

 If there are lots of toads, you should call someone to come and help you. If there are few toads then stay 
until the end of your allotted shift or until number drops off (whichever is earliest). If you find only a couple 

of toads in the first 30 mins, there is no 
need to stay any longer. 

 The team on the early shift should send 
a message to the late shift to let them 
knoqw wehether there are eniough 
toads to warrant coming out. 

 Our main form of contact will be 
through the Haddon Toad Whatsapp 
group. But please vfeel free to email or 
call me if you need to contact me. 

 
Care of toads 

 Toad skin can be damaged when 
handled for a long period by warm dry 
hands. While not obligatory, consider 
wearing a thin glove. Make sure that 
your bucket is damp. 

 When you have collected a number of 
toads (maximum 20), release them in 
Haddon Wood. Be careful not to tread 
on toads in the grass. 

 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Equipment 

 Patrollers should bring a strong torch, warm water-proof clothing and a small bucket.  

 Please wear gloves; some people prefer latex gloves, but washing up gloves are also suitable. 

 A fixed warning sign will be put up on West Lane 

 Two portable signs must be erected at the start of the patrol and removed at the end of the late shift. These 
are stored over the gate of the Rugby Club, out of sight. 

 
Record keeping 

 Please count how many toads you release and write this down. 

 Also count any frogs or newts that you move. 

 Also count how many toads have been killed prior to their arrival or during your shift. 

 If possible, remove the carcasses from the road so that they aren’t double-counted. 

 Please either message or e-mail these data to Ange Piggott (contact details below). 
 
Health and safety - General 

 It is usually cold and wet when toads are active – wear the right clothing and footwear and bring a flask of 
coffee or tea.  

 Children must be accompanied by an adult at all times. 

 Be careful you do not trip over kerbs and drains. In the dark they can be difficult to see. Also, watch for 
ditches and other hazards at the edges of the roads. 

 If you do get any cuts, insect bites or similar minor injuries, treat them sensibly. The chances of infection are 
low, but as with any wound, are present. 

 
Health and Safety – working on roads 

 By far the greatest danger is from vehicles – be sensible and adhere to the following rules 

 We will be working on a busy road at night. It will often be raining, hence visibility will be very poor. Always 
wear a reflective jacket and use a torch. 

 Whenever possible, patrol facing oncoming traffic (walk on right side of road). 

 Get off of the road whenever a vehicle is approaching. Never risk your life for a toad. 

 Never work alone. Make sure that you are within sight and/or hearing of at least one other patroller. If you 
have one, carry a mobile phone. 

 Be aware of the intentions of any vehicles that stop. Most motorists are curious or want information on how to 
help. If anyone gives you any form of abuse (it very occasionally happens) just walk away. If possible take 
down the vehicle registration number. 

 Only volunteers who have received some guidance from experienced patrollers should be working on the public 
roads. Untrained people should always work closely with someone who has been trained. 

  
 
 
 

GOOD LUCK 
 


