
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ditcheat Primary School 
Weekly Newsletter - 23rd November 2020 

This newsletter can also be viewed on our school website: http://ditcheatprimary.co.uk/  

 

Key Dates                   
November 
Monday 23rd         - Deadline for FoDS raffle ticket return 
Tuesday 24th        - Diwali Dance Workshop for Cherry and Maple classes            
Monday 30th         - STEM week 
December 
Tuesday 1st          - Willow class to Carymoor for the whole day 9.15am-2.55pm 
Wednesday 2nd    - Multi Skills (upper bubble) restarts - 3.15pm-4.15pm 

                  - Parent Forum - 9.30am 
Thursday 3rd         - Drama club restarts - 3.15pm-4.00pm 
Friday 4th              - Multi Skills (lower bubble) restarts - 3.15pm-4.15pm 
Monday 7th           - Musical Theatre - 3.15pm-4.15pm 
                              - Cherry class to Carymoor for a half day 9.15am-12pm 
Tuesday 8th          - Cherry class to Carymoor for a half day 9.15am-12pm 
Thursday 10th       - Pantomime 
Friday 11th            - Talent Show films on Tapestry 
                              - Deadline for Christmas cards to school 
Monday 14th         - Musical Theatre - 3.15pm-4.15pm 
                                Maple class to Carymoor for a half day 9.15am - 12pm 
Tuesday 15th         - Maple class to Carymoor for a half day 9.15am - 12pm 
Wednesday 16th   - Lower bubble Christmas lunch - details to follow 
Thursday 17th       - Upper bubble Christmas lunch - details to follow 
Friday 18th            - Christmas Jumper Day (not the official day) 
Friday 18th            - No Ditcheat Extra  

 

Headteacher Update 
Dear Parents 
 
We are very much looking forward to our day celebrating Diwali tomorrow in Cherry and 
Maple classes.  I’m sure there will be many pictures to share with you. 
Carymoor 
We are delighted that we are able to run a number of outdoor adventurous learning sessions 
at Carymoor this term.  Please do complete the consent form (links below), it is a wonderful 
opportunity for the children. 
STEM week 
Next week is our whole school STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths) week 
with the theme of sustainability running through the whole week.  We will be updating you all 
next week about what the children will be learning. 
Parent Forum 
Our next parent forum is all about communication on 2nd December at 9.30am.  Here is the 
link to join the meeting:https://meet.google.com/ogh-ssrx-ayq 

http://ditcheatprimary.co.uk/
https://meet.google.com/ogh-ssrx-ayq


In our recent parent questionnaire, communication was an area that we can improve upon.  I 
really hope that as many of you as possible can make this meeting and are able to share your 
thoughts.  If you can’t make it but have an idea about how we can improve, please send an 
email or put observation on Tapestry. 
Partner School 
As many of you know, we have begun a partnership with a 
school in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania called Chang’ombe 
Demonstration Primary School.  The Connecting Classrooms 
project is run through the British Council.  The children began 
by thinking about what they know about Africa and, this term, 
they are finding out what is the same and what is different 
about our schools.  It is a project we are very excited about 
and will help the children to understand and celebrate 
difference. 
 
Victoria Withers 

 

Weekly Attendance  
(those isolating or awaiting test results are not included in the data) 

Cherry: 96.1% Maple: 100% Willow:99.3% 

Whole school attendance since the start of the academic year: 98.4% 

 

Carymoor Forest School and Outdoor Adventurous Learning  
 

We are really excited to be developing our PE curriculum this year to 

include termly outdoor adventurous learning sessions at Carymoor 

Environmental Trust. These sessions will involve physical outdoor 

learning alongside other areas of our curriculum.  

 

Now more than ever these will be of great benefit to the children at Ditcheat Primary School. 

The Natural Connections project provides strong evidence that learning outdoors has multiple 

benefits for school children. Some key outcomes from the Natural England research were that 

“pupils were more engaged with learning when outdoors and 90% of children felt happier 

and healthier”. 

 
To find out more about the activities we will be doing, please visit the Carymoor website: 
https://www.carymoor.org.uk/trips/primary-education 
 
Please click on the consent link for the class your child is in (Oak is classed as Cherry): 
 
Cherry - https://forms.gle/hPiKKwc3BsCdBxo8A  
Maple - https://forms.gle/A79CTzZbARQT949Z7  
Willow - https://forms.gle/e2QFWCGH2dPXwu2R8  
 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.carymoor.org.uk/trips/primary-education
https://forms.gle/hPiKKwc3BsCdBxo8A
https://forms.gle/A79CTzZbARQT949Z7
https://forms.gle/e2QFWCGH2dPXwu2R8


Ditcheat Christmas Plans 
 

Our arrangements are extremely different to any other year.  
● We are still having our annual pantomime which is funded by FoDS.  It will be 

performed to each bubble separately.   
● Christmas lunch, which is normally cooked by the FoDS team will now be at school 

and cooked by Mrs Clarkson.  More details will follow about this but it will be free of 
charge. 

● Nativities - each class will upload a special something on 
Tapestry to share with you. 

● We are unable to do our traditional talent show but we ask 
instead that you film your child performing at home and upload 
it onto Tapestry by 11th December.  Please save it as #Talent 
Show so it makes it easier for us to search for it. 

● If children wish to give Christmas cards to friends, the 
deadline for putting them in the school post box is 11th 
December so we are able to quarantine them before giving 
them out. 

 

 

 

Schools Lottery 
 

We have a winner…… 
 

Mrs Battye was the lucky winner this week winning £16.50.  Please go to the FoDS facebook 
page to find out how to buy your tickets. 

 

 

School Start and End Time Reminder 
We have staggered start and end times for lower and upper bubbles.  Can we please ask that 
you arrive on time so the bubbles aren’t mixing.  Please see below for start and end times. 
 
Upper bubble - 8.45am start and 3.15pm end. 
 
Lower bubble - 8.50am start and 3.10pm end. 
 
If you have children in the lower bubble and upper bubble, your children can both start at 
8.45am. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/Friendsofditcheat


Congratulations!!!! 
 

 
 
 

Huge congratulations to Charlie and Matt on the safe 
arrival of baby Ciara.  Ronnie is a very proud brother 

and is wonderful with his little sister. 

 

 

FoDS News 

Race to Rudolph 

With just 1 week remaining, we still have a little over 1,000kms to go. We think that with the 
extra KMs from the children we’ll definitely get there – keep an eye on the Facebook Page to 
see how we’re getting on! 

For those children who have been taking part, please let us have a copy of their sponsor form 
and money raised no later than Friday 4th December. This way we can confirm the distance 
we virtually travelled, as well as count up the funds raised. You can give us cash (please pop 
in an envelope with the sponsor form) or if you prefer, we can accept a bank transfer direct to 
the FoDS account. 

Please email friendsofditcheat@gmail.com or like and follow us on our Facebook Page for 
more information. 

Christmas Raffle 

Today is the deadline for tickets to be returned, once we’ve quarantined the tickets and 
counted up the pennies, we’ll confirm how much was raised as well as our lucky winners! 
Draw will take place on Wednesday. 

Next FoDS Meeting 

We will be having an online meeting on Wednesday evening at 7.30pm. There’s always room 
for more, so if you would like to get involved please speak to one of the team, or drop us an 
email and we’ll send you the link to join us friendsofditcheat@gmail.com 

More information about all of our activities can be found on our Facebook Page. 

 

 

https://www.facebook.com/racetorudolph
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Ollee - a new app to support children's wellbeing 

 
  
Parent Zone have launched a new app - Ollee - for 8-11 year olds, funded by BBC Children in 
Need’s A Million & Me initiative. 
 
Ollee is a 'digital friend' who supports wellbeing by helping children and their families talk about 
their feelings and difficult topics. 
 
Find Ollee and try it out at: https://app.ollee.org.uk  

 

Hot lunches 
Please remember to check your child’s lunch accounts.  We are seeing some gaps appearing 
where choices have not been uploaded for children that have a regular hot meal. 

 

 

Headteacher’s Cup 
Cherry - Harry 

 
Stars 

Cherry - Zach 
Maple - Oliver 

Willow - Grace BA 
 

Mathematician 
Maple - Ted 

Willow - Lily and Arthur 
 

Writer 
Maple - Paige 

Willow - Serafina 

https://somersetelim.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2ffddbefda06354a51a264e68&id=f1ad806d6c&e=985b8eeecc

