
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Ditcheat Primary School 
Weekly Newsletter - 28th September 2020 

This newsletter can also be viewed on our school website: http://ditcheatprimary.co.uk/  

 

Key Dates 
 

September 
Monday 28th        - Online parent evening -  
                                                                     Willow class - 3.45pm 
                                                                     Maple class - 4.35pm 
                                                                     Cherry class - Year 1 - 4.10pm 
                                                                                          - Reception  -  5.00pm  
October 
Thursday 8th        - Hello Yellow Day - wear something yellow 
Friday 9th             - School photos 
 

October Half Term - Monday 26th Oct - Friday 30th Oct 
November 
Monday 2nd         - First day of term  
Thursday 12th      - Flu Nasal Spray for whole school 

Hello Yellow Day  
 

On Thursday 8th October we will be celebrating Young Minds HelloYellow Day, raising 
awareness and vital funds for developing happy minds and mental health and well-being in 

young people. All we ask is that you come to school wearing something yellow and bring in a 
donation of £1 or whatever you can afford as every little bit helps a young mind! With 

everything our children have been going through recently in these uncertain times, I think it is 
important now more than ever to make sure we focus on their mental health and well-being as 

well as physical health.  
 

We will be focussing on making sure every child in our school knows they always have 
someone to talk to and sending them home with a smile and positive vibes.  

 
#HelloYellow 

 

Before School Starts 
Can we please ask that children wait with their parents in the morning and that you are 2 
metres apart.  We have noticed some children playing on the grass in the morning and it is 
really important we keep upper bubble and lower bubble children separate. 
 
Thank you for your understanding. 

http://ditcheatprimary.co.uk/


 

Headteacher Update 
Dear Parents 
 
Thank you to FoDS for organising a wonderful Macmillan grab and go cake sale and thank 
you to everyone who baked goodies for them to sell.  Macmillan Cancer Support will be 
receiving £151.56. 
 
European Day of Languages 
Last week, our school marked European Day of Languages which celebrates different 
cultures from around the world.  Here are some photos from the day: 
 

 
 
We recently had a message from our partner school in Tanzania which I wanted to share with 
you: 
Please send our warm greetings from Chang’ombe Demonstration Primary School  to 
Ditcheat Primary School teachers, pupils, non-teaching staff and the entire community. 
 
Parent evening 
We are very much looking forward to seeing you, albeit virtually, after school today.  You 
should have received an email with the Google meet link.  
 
The meetings will start and end promptly.  Should you wish to make an appointment with your 
child’s class teacher once you have attended the virtual parent evening, then please put a 
message on Tapestry and we will make a telephone or video appointment with you at a 
convenient time. 
 
Expectations in the event of closure of a school bubble 
At the parent forum, we discussed expectations in the event of school closure.  I really do 
hope that we will not ever have to close any part of the school.  However, if we do, we would 
hope that children would continue their learning in some form with the following expectation: 
 
All children:  
Daily 
Read their school book 
Spelling practise on Spelling Shed 



TT rockstars/Numbots 
1 English activity  
1 maths activity 
Weekly 
A mixture of lessons across the curriculum. 
 
The class teacher, if well, will record a daily message on Tapestry for the children in their 
class which will outline the learning for the day.  There will also be some online lessons to join 
but we know that siblings may need to use devices for their home learning and parents need 
devices for working from home.  As ever, we are mindful of how difficult it is to replicate 
lessons at home with other siblings around and your own work to manage so we will try to 
make things as manageable as possible and not all focussed on using a device to produce 
work. 

  
 
Victoria Withers 

 

Weekly Attendance  
(those isolating or awaiting test results are not included in the data) 

Cherry: 99.5% Maple: 93.5% Willow: 97.3% 

Whole school attendance since the start of the academic year: 97.4% 

 

Parental E-Safety Update 
Netflix Parental Controls 

 
Many families use Netflix as one of their main sources of viewing, with adults and children 

enjoying the choices available and being able to watch what you want, when you want. 
 

For parents and carers, it's vital to supervise what our children are watching and use the settings 
available to reduce the risk of them coming across inappropriate or upsetting content. 

 
Netflix has its own guide to using Parental Controls at: 

https://help.netflix.com/en/node/264 
 

 

Rucksacks 
Please can we ask that Cherry and Maple class children only bring in their book bags to 
school as we are short of space when hanging up coats etc. and the book bags can live in the 
children's class drawers. Thank you! 

 
 

https://somersetelim.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2ffddbefda06354a51a264e68&id=c0fce08275&e=985b8eeecc


Coronavirus in children – symptoms and testing 
As we approach winter and more children are attending school and early years settings there 
is likely to be an increase in the number of children experiencing mild respiratory symptoms 
such as runny noses and colds. Children with these symptoms do not require self-isolation 
or testing for them or the wider family. 
The three main symptoms of coronavirus in children are: 

● a high temperature – this means you feel hot to touch on your chest or back (you do 
not need to measure your temperature) 

● a new, continuous cough – this means coughing a lot for more than an hour, or 3 or 
more coughing episodes in 24 hours (if you usually have a cough, it may be worse 
than usual) 

● a loss or change to your sense of smell or taste – this means you've noticed you 
cannot smell or taste anything, or things smell or taste different to normal 

If any child displays these symptoms whilst in school, then it is they will be asked to go home, 
self-isolate with their family and get a test. They cannot return until they receive a negative 
test or they have isolated for 10 days excluding the day of onset. 
 

 
 

School Photos 
On Friday 9th October Tempest will be coming in to take our school photos.  Unfortunately, 
we will not be able to have pre-school children in school this year.  Tempest will take sibling 
photos and this will happen during the school day. 

 

Headteacher’s Cup 
Maple - Mollie  

 
Stars 

Cherry - Orla 
Maple - Paige 

Willow - Korbyn 
 

Mathematician 
Maple - Paige 
Willow - Mia 

 
Writer 

Maple - Jude and Maddie 
Willow - Violet 

 


