
DITCHEAT PRIMARY SCHOOL 

Ditcheat, Shepton Mallet, Somerset, BA4 6RB 
Telephone number: 01749 860329   

e-mail: ditcheat@educ.somerset.gov.uk  
 

Headteacher: Victoria Withers 
 

 19th May 2020 
Dear Parents 

 
As I write, we are still awaiting news from the government about plans for September.  
 
Over the last couple of weeks, the government have come to realise that getting all children back into 

school before the summer holidays is not feasible with the current restrictions that are in place.  At 
Ditcheat, we have worked hard to accommodate key worker children, vulnerable children, receptio n, 
year 1 and year 6.  We now have 42% of our children attending, most of whom have a full time place.  

 
My hope was to bring back all children in July but this is not possible given the Department for 
Education and Public Health England’s advice.   

 
The government also stated that there would be ‘huge amount’ of catch up for pupils in the summer.  
This appears to now be in the form of money for tutoring which is more likely to take place when we 

return in September.  Ditcheat Primary School will not be open during the summer holidays.  Please 
also see the letter from Julian Wooster, Director of Children’s Services that will expand on the local 
authority stance on the matter. 
 

Our school staff have worked tirelessly since 20th March providing home learning and support to 
families and, since half term, have been doing this alongside working full time in school with the 
children who are in.  Their dedication, commitment and work ethos have been remarkable and I feel 

extremely lucky to be part of such a team. 
 
We welcome feedback about home learning and we are regularly discussing our provision with many 

of you.  If you are experiencing any difficulties, have any suggestions for how we can improve home 
learning or support you further, please do get in touch. 
 

In terms of school uniform, the current guidance states an expectation for daily cleaning of clothing.  
As a result, those children in school during lockdown have been asked to come in non-school 
uniform.  It is unlikely that this guidance will change.  Therefore, from September until December 

uniform will not be compulsory which may also help with possible financial hardship.  In addition, we 
are all pleased that the Free School Meals voucher scheme has been extended to cover the summer 
holidays.   
 

For our year 6 children, we are hoping to find a suitable way to say good bye and wish them well on 
the next stage of their learning journey and, once we have a viable plan, we will let you know.  We 
are also very aware that transition for our new reception intake will not take place this side of the 

summer holidays but we are looking at inventive ways to begin welcoming them into our school.  
 
You will be getting your child’s report next week and information about how you can arrange a 

chance to discuss it with your child’s class teacher.  For many of you the report will arrive in the post.  
Please look out for it! 
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Having some of the children in school for the last couple of weeks has been truly lovely and we 
cannot wait until they are all able to come back.  I know these months have been extremely difficult 
for many of you but this situation will end.  Your children are still learning and making progress but 

they are doing it in different ways.  The extraordinary things that I have seen on Tapestry are 
testament to this from dancing to quizzing to baking to cycling.  All of the things you are doing are 
enhancing the children and they will remember the good bits of lockdown with their families for 
years to come. 

 
Best wishes 
 

 
 
Victoria Withers 
Headteacher 

 
 
 


