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Dear Parents
As you already know, it is with great sadness that we will be shutting our school as of
Monday. Provision will be made for children who have key worker parents. We have
approached families who we believe are key workers and offered alternative schooling
arrangements. If you feel you are a key worker and haven’t heard from us, please call the
office on 01749 860329.
Whilst we have sent home packs of work and informed you that class pages will be regularly
updated with work, I also wanted to reassure you about the expectation on families.
Many children will be thinking that this will be similar to that of a summer holiday – playing
with friends, maybe going away, visits to family and so on. As parents, you may have high
hopes of a structured learning plan.
However, the reality may be quite different. You may find an increase in your children
displaying challenging behaviour, anxiety or distress that things are no longer ‘normal’. If you
do experience this, then don’t worry about the school work for a while, go for a walk, play
outside, do some yoga together, do some baking, play a board game and watch a film!
When we come back to school, all children across the country will be in the same position.
We will plug the gaps and help them catch up. Our teachers and teaching assistants are
experts at this!
The most important thing you can do is reassure your child that everything will be ok,
everything will go back to normal and that we are all still here for them.
Your child’s mental health is more important than their academic skills.
If you need us for anything, please email Ditcheat@educ.somerset.gov.uk I will be checking it
every day and will respond quickly.
Finally, our staff at Ditcheat Primary School have been truly extraordinary in pulling together
and thank you for all of your support and kind words. I hope you and your family stay safe
and that we see you all soon.

Victoria Withers
Headteacher

