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Ditcheat Primary School 
 Weekly Newsletter: 27th January 2020 
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Dates 
New dates in bold and italic 

January  
Monday 27th -  Share My Learning – 3.15pm 
Wednesday 29th -  Parent forum – phonics 4.00pm – 4.30pm  
Thursday 30th - Nominations of Parent Election in be in by 9.00am 
 
February 
Tuesday 4th - Ballot papers to be in for parent election by 9.00am (if 

more than 1 candidate was nominated) 
Thursday 6th – Friday 7th – Willow class Bristol Residential 
Thursday 6th -  Holly trip to Bristol – Letter on the app  
Tuesday 11th -  Willow class – Rendezvous 
Tuesday 11th -  Safer Internet Day 
Wednesday 12th - Cherry and Maple - Starling trip –Parents to meet at 3.50pm 
Friday 14th -  INSET day – School closed  
 
Monday 17th – Friday 21st – Half Term 
Monday 17th -  Parent help needed for painting Willow class – 9.00am 
 
Monday 24th -   First day back to school 
Monday 24th -  Share My Learning 

 

Headteacher Update 
 
Cake Sale 
A huge well done to Phoebe and Darcey for organising our cake sale on Friday in aid 

of the Australian bush fires.  They raised a grand total of £159! 

 
Robot Club 
Our Robot Club, run by Thales on Tuesdays was a great success and will now run 
until 4.15pm each week. 
 
Share my Learning 
Today, after school, is Share my Learning.  Please come into class and have a look 
at the work your children are most proud of over the last few weeks. 
 
Parent Forum 
This term’s parent forum is all about phonics - what we teach and how the children 
learn.  Both Mrs Leru and Miss Boyce will be running this session from 4pm – 
4.30pm in Maple class. 
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Tuning Into Kids 
The next TINK course starts on 27th February (see the flier at the bottom of this 
newsletter).  A number of our parents at Ditcheat have been on this course and found 
it extremely useful.  Let me know if you wish to book a place alternatively, text Cassie 
on the number provided. 
 

 
 
Victoria Withers 

 

Attendance For Last Week 

Cherry Maple Holly Willow 

100% 95.5% 98.5% 96.3% 

Whole School Attendance up to last week: 96.6% 
 

Head Lice 
We have had a confirmed case of Head Lice in Maple class.  Please check your 
child’s hair regularly and make sure children with longer hair has it tied up.  If you 
need any advice please speak to your local pharmacist.  
 

Parent Governor Election 
Coming home with your oldest/only child, is a letter for each parent regarding our 
parent governor election.  Please read carefully and return your nomination no later 
than 9.00am on Thursday 30th January 2020 to the school office. If we only receive 1 
nomination, that parent will be elected unopposed.  The results will be displayed on 
the school noticeboard and via the app at the end of the day on Thursday 30th 
January 2020.  
 
If we have more than 1 nomination, we will go to a secret ballot.  The ballot papers 
will go home via your oldest/only child along with each candidates 100 word 
statement on Thursday 30th January 2020.  The ballot papers need to be returned no 
later than 9.00am on Tuesday 4th February 2020 to the school office.  The result will 
be displayed on the school noticeboard and via the app. 
 

Help Wanted for Willow Class 
This is a plea for parent help.  On Monday 17th February (half term), Miss Crook will 
be coming in to paint Willow class and the cloakroom in readiness for the new carpet 
to be laid.  We have all equipment and materials but just need a few helpers to speed 
the job up.  If you can spare some time from 9.00am onwards please let the office 
know.  Thank you. 
 

Spare PE Kit 
We are looking for any donations of PE kit that we could keep in school as spares.  
We have a few children at the moment who don’t have kit in school or are forgetting it 
and our supplies are running low.   
 
Also, we have lent kit out so could we please have any kit returned (washed) as soon 
as possible.  We are looking for KS2 age kit and daps.  However, any donations will 
be greatly received. 
 

Reading Books 
We have noticed that some of our reading books are looking tatty and some have 
had food/water spilt on them.  Can you please make sure your child’s reading log and 
books are kept in their book bags separate from snack pots and drinks bottles.  
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Internet Safety 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Keeping Your Connected Home Safe for your Children 

More and more families now regularly use a range of devices that connect to the internet, 
such as smart speakers, smart meters, fitness trackers, and even toys. 

 
Alongside the excitement and convenience of these devices, we also need to be aware 
of the risks associated with any device that connects to the internet. ThinkUKnow say 

that these risks include: 

 Concerns have been raised about whether these devices are collecting too 
much personal information from children. 

 Some children (either accidentally or on purpose) are able to search for and 
access age-inappropriate material via a connected device such as a smart 
speaker. 

 Children may make ‘in-app purchases’ and spend money, which is often taken 
from their parents’ bank account without their knowledge or consent. 

 Some of these devices may be more vulnerable to hacking and monitoring, as 
there are currently no security standards in place for connected devices. 

Luckily,they have also released guidance to support us in keeping their connected homes 
safe for children: These tips, as well as further details can be found at: 
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/parents/articles/what-is-the-internet-of-things-iot  

 

Headteacher’s Cup 
Willow: Darcey 

 
Stars of the Week 

Cherry: Edi 
Maple: Hugo 
Holly: Evie 
Willow: Tim 

 
Writers of the Week 

Cherry: George 
Maple: Paige 
Holly: Amelie 
Willow: Ethan 

 
Mathematicians of the week 

Cherry: Daisy 
Maple: Mollie G 
Holly: Rowan 
Willow: Lily 

 
 

Well done to all of you! 
 
 

https://somersetelim.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2ffddbefda06354a51a264e68&id=3afced920c&e=985b8eeecc
https://somersetelim.us11.list-manage.com/track/click?u=2ffddbefda06354a51a264e68&id=ce716d8476&e=985b8eeecc
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Do you want a better 

emotional connection with 

your child? 

Would you like some more tools for your parenting toolbox? 

Do you want your child to build resilience and have strategies to 

cope in difficult situations? 

Tuning into Kids is a six-week group 

programme for parents. It can help 

you to teach your child the skills of 

emotional intelligence. 

Emotional Intelligence is about using 

your emotions to guide you through 

the world.  

Helping children and young people to 

understand the different emotions they experience, why they occur and how to 

handle them. Gottman, 1996.  

 

 

 

 

Starts Thursday 27th February! 

 

Thursdays 1.15pm till 3.15pm at 

Evercreech Primary School. 

Course Dates – 27th February, 5th March, 12th March, 19th March, 26th 

March and 2nd April. 

To book a place or for more information please phone or text Cassie on 

07841 015264. Places are limited and will be allocated on a first come, 

first served basis. 

 

This course has been great – it 

has allowed me to find myself 

and find my children again! 

Ditcheat parent 

 

 

My relationship with my 

daughter has changed in such 

a short space of time, which 

is amazing and this is just the 

beginning! 

Castle Cary parent 

I would definitely 

recommend this course to all 

parents! 

Keinton Mandeville parent 


