
• Skilled readers use a variety of cognitive processes and strategies as 
they read. For many readers, these strategies develop spontaneously 
as a response to reading more and more widely. 

 
• However, all readers, including these ‘natural readers’, can become 

more efficient if adults understand, model and encourage these 
strategies, making them explicit.  
 

READING 



Ten Active Reading Strategies 
 
Skimming                                                                Inferring 
 
Scanning                                                                  Questioning 
 
Predicting                                                                Tackling Unknown Words 
 
Comparing/Contrasting/Connecting                  Adjusting Reading Rate 
 
Imagining                                                                Summarising 
  
 



All of the strategies are best taught by progressing through: 

 

• Modelling (I’ll show you) read to the child     

• Sharing (Let’s try one together) read together/ you read, I 
read.      

• Guiding (Try on your own, maybe with a scaffold) Listening       

• Independent practice – Be brave and let them read alone. 

 



Skimming  
Glancing across a whole text to get an overview, the ‘big picture’  

 

Looking through this zoo leaflet, I can see 
it’s giving me a map and lots of useful 
visitor information. The illustrations make 
it look like a great place. 
 



Scanning 
Glancing through material to locate specific details  

e.g. names, places, dates, particular content. 
 

Ah yes, here’s the paragraph that 

lists the different species of sharks. 

I’ll underline these. 



Predicting 
Using clues in the text to activate prior knowledge – make an informed guess 
about what a text might offer them. Use this skill before and during reading. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

This feels like a warning story. I bet 

they will go into the old house, even 

though they’ve been told not to. 



Fun Activities 

•Cover words up and have the child predict what the 
word could be. 

 
•Nonsense words 
Have fun sounding them out… gurk borp pook 
 
• Story openings – read the opening get the child to 

finish the story or take turns to tell the ending. Read 
to see how close you were  

Cloze Activities


Compare/Contrast/Connect 
An extension of predicting – linking what is being read in one of 3 ways: 

text-to-self; text-to-text; text-to-world 

This is the same style as the other David Walliams books; 

it’s funny with crazy characters. It also reminds me a bit 

of Roald Dahl. 



Imagining 
Using senses to connect with and comprehend a text  

I see an old house with broken windows.  
I can imagine bats flapping about  
and the sound of an owl hooting. 



Inferring 
Picking up on the subtler hints and clues in a text to reach your own conclusions 

 

When it says ‘He cried quietly at night’ I think this is a 

clue to how sensitive he is – he doesn’t want to upset his 

brother sleeping alongside him. 



Questioning 
Self-questioning before, during and after reading deepens 

engagement and helps inference. 
 

There is no mention of her sister  
again after they got lost. I wonder what 
happened to her.  



Tackling Unknown Words 
Using a range of strategies – phonic and contextual 

 

 An aqueduct must be something to do with water;  

I’ll read on a bit and see if I can work it out.  

Aqua …I have heard this 
and linked it to water… 
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Adjusting Reading Rate 
Maintaining concentration and pace but slowing down 

and maybe re-reading trickier bits 

I will read on to the end, but I’ll need to 

come back and read this bit more  

                        carefully. 



Building reading stamina 



Summarising  
Grasping the most important points or sequence of events and expressing 

this succinctly in a small number of words 

This story was a quest. The heroine, whose name is 
Jill, had to go on an adventure to find three special 
things in order to break a wizard’s spell.  



How we read  
• Whole class 
• Group 

 
• In literacy lessons 
• Across the curriculum 

 
• Homework activities 
• On our own 
• Seeing it modelled  - if you read, I will copy you. 
• Teach meanings of words – they love this!  


