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Ditcheat Primary School 
 Weekly Newsletter: 11th March 2019 

This newsletter can also be read on our school website: 
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Dates 
New dates in bold and italic 

March 
Tuesday 12th - Rendezvous Maple class 
Thursday 14th - Year 1 Forest School 
Friday 15th - Comic Relief – Non-Uniform Day and cake sale 
Friday 22nd - FoDS Disco 
Wednesday 27th - Music concert for Piano, Guitar and Drumming – All 
 Children who have music lessons at school are 

performing 
April 
Friday 5th - Easter Service at the church – 2.00pm – All welcome 
 

Easter Holidays – Monday 8th April – Friday 19th April 
 

Monday 22nd -  Bank Holiday – School Closed 
 

 

Headteacher Update 
We had a wonderful world book day last week with the children and adults in the 
most amazing costumes! 
 
On Friday this week, it is Comic Relief.  The children are welcome to come to school 
in non-school uniform (wearing red if they wish) for a small donation of £1.  We also 
hope to have a cake sale at the end of the day with all proceeds going towards 
Comic Relief.  Any donations of cakes would be gratefully received. 
 
Please can I remind everyone that children should not be left unsupervised outside 
school at the start of the day.  The doors open at 8.45 but should you wish to make 
use of our Early Birds club, please contact the school office. 
 
Finally, we would like to say a HUGE congratulations to Hannah Mascall who has 
last week completed her apprenticeship training.  We are all very proud of her. 

 
Victoria Withers 
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Word of the week 

 
Cherry Maple Holly Willow 

artist creatures colossal  enticing   

 
Please find time over the next five days to help your child; 

 Find the meaning 

 Practise using it in a sentence  

 Find a synonym (similar word) or antonym (opposite) of the word. 
 

EPI Dental Survey 
If your child is 5 years old on Tuesday 19th March, they would have brought home a 
letter asking if you would like them to take part in a dental survey.  Please can we 
have these forms returned ASAP to the school office even if you don’t want them to 
take part in it. 

 
Free school meals 

Have you circumstances changed at home? Did you know your child could receive 
extra funding if you fall into one of these categories? This form is confidential and will 
take a couple of minutes to fill out. 

Applications are taking longer than 10 working days to process. We are doing 
them as quickly as we can. We apologise for any inconvenience this causes. 

 

Children who attend a Somerset County Council school, whose parents or carers 
receive certain benefits may be entitled to free school meals.  

Only the benefits listed here - and no other benefits - qualify you for free school 
meals for your children. 

These are the benefits. 

 Universal Credit with an annual household income of less than £7,400 after 
tax 

 Income Support (IS)  
 Employment and Support Allowance (Income related) - not Contribution 

related  
 Income-based Job Seekers Allowance (IBJSA) - not Contribution based  
 Guaranteed Element of State Pension Credit.  
 Support under Part 6 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 1999  
 Child Tax Credit with an annual taxable income (as assessed by HMRC) of 

less than £16,190, as long as the family is not also in receipt of Working Tax 
Credit.  

If you have recently become unemployed, but are still receiving Working Tax Credits, 
you may be entitled to free school meals. Please phone us on 0300 123 2224 for 
advice. 

Children must be in school all day and they will be provided with a meal at 
lunchtime which is paid for by the school. 

It is the responsibility of the parents or carers to register their entitlement and request 
free school meals for their children. 
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Children in pre-school or nursery (known as childcare providers) do not qualify for a 
free meal until they start school, but applications will be processed so that when your 
child starts school, you will already be notified whether they qualify for a free school 
meal or not.   

To apply, please fill in this online form 

Apply now 

Or you can print out a copy of the Application form for free meals at school, fill it in 
and take the completed form to your child's school, or send it to - Entitlements Team, 
County Hall, Taunton, TA1 4DY.  

You do not need to send evidence with this application. If we need evidence later, we 
will ask you for it. 

We will check your eligibility, let you know and, if you are eligible, tell you how to start 
receiving free school meals - usually within 10 working days. 

If your child is entitled to a free school meal, but requires a special medical diet, we 
can arrange for an appropriate meal to be provided. You must ask your doctor to 
write a letter explaining which foods must be avoided. 

Once free school meals have been awarded to a child, they will remain in place for 
that child until at least March 2022 - whether your circumstances change or not - 
when it will be reviewed in line with the latest government requirements. 

 
FoDS News 

 
Disco 
Next week (Fri 22nd March) we will be hosting the ROCK & POP STAR DISCO for 
the children. There is a DJ booked and we will serve snack refreshments. You are 
welcome to drop your children and collect at the end if you would like to, volunteers 
to stay and help supervise will be very welcome! There will be a prize for the best 
Rock or Pop star fancy dress, we hope they will get into the spirit of the occasion.  
 
Bag 2 School 
Last November we raised £96 from our Bag2School collection, we would love to beat 
that this time. The next collection is Wednesday 8th May. This gives you plenty of 
time to start putting unwanted bits to one side.  
If you are having a clear our we will benefit from: 

 ● Men’s, Ladies’ and Children’s clothing ● handbags ● socks ● belts 
● Paired shoes (tied together or elastic band around) ●hats 

● bags ● scarves and ties ● jewellery ● lingerie 
● household linen, curtains, towels, bedding ● soft toys 

Sorry but they won’t collect; duvets and blankets, pillows and cushions, carpets, rugs 
and mats, soiled, painted, ripped or wet clothing, school uniforms, corporate clothing 
and workwear, textile off cuts, yarns or threaded material. 
 
There are some bags available in the School Office, or for convenience, you can use 
your own large bags or bin liners. We don't have the space to store bags ahead of 
time so please hold onto them until the morning of Wed 8th May, when they can be 
dropped at School.   
 
More information about these and all other FoDS meetings, events and fundraising 
are available on our Facebook Page. https://www.facebook.com/Friendsofditcheat/ 
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Our learning week ahead 
 

Cherry Class 
Numeracy  More or less? Ten more or ten less? 
    
Literacy  A Bigger Digger 
 

Maple Class 
Numeracy  Shape 
 
Literacy  Imitation non-chronological report 
 

Holly Class 
Numeracy  Fractions and decimals 
 
Literacy     Fantasy stories 
 

Willow Class 
Numeracy  Angles 
 
Literacy Campaign to join the Roman Army 

 
Stars of the Week 

Cherry: Buddy 
Maple: Sofia 
Holly: Hattie 
Willow: Ella 

 
Writers of the Week 

Cherry: Chloe 
Maple: Jack 
Holly: Faye 

Willow: Darcey 
 

Headteacher’s Cup 
Holly: Faye 

 
Mathematicians of the week 

Cherry: Tyler 
Maple: Olivia 

Holly: Mia 
Willow: Ella 

 
 

Well done to all of you! 


