
 

 

 

Ditcheat Primary School 

Prospectus 2019-2020 

 

 

 

 

 

 

www.ditcheatprimary.co.uk 

ditcheat@educ.somerset.gov.uk 

01749 860329 

http://www.ditcheatprimary.co.uk/
mailto:ditcheat@educ.somerset.gov.uk


2 
 

Welcome to Ditcheat Primary School 

Inspiring a love of learning for life 

Welcome to Ditcheat Primary School. We are a warm, inclusive and vibrant primary 

school set in a thriving village community with which we value close links. The family 

ethos of our school means that every member of staff knows and cares for every 

child and each child is able to learn, play and develop in a secure, caring, supportive 

environment. Our children love to look after each other and flourish when taking 

increasing responsibility for themselves, their learning, their friends and team-mates, 

and the school environment as they grow and develop.  

Our school aims encapsulate everything that we strive for at our school. 

I am immensely proud to be leading Ditcheat Primary School and would welcome the 

opportunity to show you around and introduce you to our wonderful children and 

staff. 

Victoria Withers 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

Our school aims: 

 We will have high expectations of our children and we will encourage them 

to develop a deep seated belief in their abilities  

 We will prepare our children to be lifelong learners who are confident, 

independent and mentally strong 

 We will care for, encourage and support our children in a warm, inclusive 

and vibrant environment where they are safe to make mistakes 

 We will provide a rich and varied curriculum which will provide experiences 

that inspire, enthuse and motivate our children 

 We will teach our children to be respectful, responsible, resilient and to 

embrace other people’s differences 

 We will work closely within our local community to raise the aspirations of 

our children and the wider community to broaden our children’s 

understanding of the world and their place in it 
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About Our School 

Ditcheat Primary School is a co-educational day school for pupils aged between 4 and 

11 years. The school was established in 1876 and is not affiliated to a particular religious 

body. Religious Education at the school is Christian based and non-denominational. We 

are a village school, set in our own grounds and gardens and with strong links with the 

local and wider community. We are officially recognised by Ofsted as a “good school” 

October 2018. You will find up-to-date information about us on our website, and many of 

our parents and friends follow our Facebook page and Twitter for regular updates and 

photos. 

There are four classes at Ditcheat Primary School; 

Cherry Class  

Reception children 

Class teacher – Rose Boyce 

Maple Class  

Years 1 and 2 

Class teacher – Joanna Leru 

Holly Class  

Years 3 and 4 

Class teacher – Dawn Knight 

Willow Class  

Years 5 and 6 

Class teacher – Jo Crook (SENCo) 

Teaching Assistants: Sarah Cottle (HLTA), Gill Cooper, Chloe Mason, Nicki Green, 

Hannah Mascall and Kate Knowles  

Midday Supervisors: Gill Cooper, Chloe Mason, Nicki Green, Hannah Mascall and 

Kate Knowles  

Administrator:  Maddy Battye 

Clerical Assistant: Kate Knowles 

Cook:   Cath Clarkson 

Cleaner:  Trudy Stevens 
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The School Day 

8.45  Doors open and children go straight into class 
8.55  Morning Registration 
9.00 Lessons start 
11.00 – 11.15 Playtime 
12.20 – 13.15 Lunchtime 
15.15 End of the school day 
 

Wraparound Provision 

‘Early Birds’ runs every morning from 8.15 – 8.45 - £1.20 

‘Ditcheat Extra’ every afternoon until 5pm except on a Friday when it finishes at 4pm  

3.15pm – 4pm - £2 

3.15pm – 5pm - £5 

Both are run by our teaching assistants who know the children well and siblings are half 

price. 

Clubs 

We have a number of school clubs most of which are free.  In the past they have 

included football, Spanish, country dancing, drama, gardening, hockey, eco-club and 

programming. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Absence from School 

We are working hard at Ditcheat Primary School to ensure attendance is as high as 
possible.  If your child is absent from school through illness, please report it to the school 
office by 9am.  Any appointments should be made out of school hours if possible.  Absence 
for reasons other than medical ones cannot be authorised unless the circumstances are 
highly exceptional. 
 
Admissions 
 
The admissions and management of admissions arrangements to Somerset schools is dealt 
with by Somerset County Council. 
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/education-and-families/#starting-school 

https://www.somerset.gov.uk/education-and-families/#starting-school
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Our School Community 

The Governing Body 

The overall management of the school is the responsibility of the Governors. They work 
closely with the Head to appoint staff, ensure that the National Curriculum and school 
policies are implemented and monitor the budget. Our governors represent parents, the 
Local Education Authority and the local community. 
 

The governors meet regularly and minutes of these meetings are available in the school 

office. 

 
 
 
 

Friends of Ditcheat School (FoDS) 
 

Friends of Ditcheat School, (FoDS) is our wonderful school association consisting of parents, 

staff and friends from the local community. FoDS works very closely with the school to enrich 

the children's experiences by funding visits within the local area and further afield; paying for 

visitors to come into school to perform or work with the children; buying equipment for 

learning and play, and organising and supporting a number of social occasions throughout 

the year, such as the Christmas lunch, Christmas disco, Easter bingo and summer fair. 

They are very welcoming to all new members and have their own facebook page on which 

you will see all of their recent activities. 

Partnership with Parents 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Parent Consultation Meetings: We run two informal drop in parent meetings in autumn 

and summer terms with a more formal one in the spring term. 

Reports: You will receive an interim report about your child’s progress in autumn and 

spring followed by a more detailed report towards the end of the academic year.  

We take great pride in the close relationships 

we build with parents. We are strongly 

committed to our ‘open door’ policy and 

welcome parents and carers into our school to 

share in their child’s learning. We know that our 

children learn best when parents and schools 

work together and when both parents and 

school present a positive attitude to learning. As 

well as informal chats at the beginning and end 

of the school day, there are lots of other ways in 

which we encourage parents and carers to be 

fully involved in the life of our school and their 

child’s learning and progress. 
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Parent Forums: Six times a year we host a parent forum on a range of different themes to 

which we invite everyone.  It enables parents to have their say in the running of the school 

and provides us with invaluable information about our next steps to making the school even 

better. 

Inspire Sessions: These sessions are designed for family learning alongside your child in 

class.  It gives parents a better picture of the experience your child is getting day to day as 

well as promote learning with your child. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletters: These are a useful source of key information and are published weekly. As 

well as publishing dates of upcoming events, the newsletter is also the place where parents 

can find information about their child’s learning for the week. 

Ditcheat Stars: Every Friday we end our school week with ‘Ditcheat Stars’ Assembly. This 

is where we award certificates in recognition of excellent effort and achievement in writing, 

mathematics and reading, as well as awards for kindness, politeness and exceptional 

behaviour. Parents are very welcome to join us for Ditcheat Stars Assembly. 
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Our Curriculum 
 

At Ditcheat Primary School we will provide: 
 

 A curriculum of sequenced progression of skills and  
knowledge based on the children’s current starting points 
with opportunities to put things into practice 

 A curriculum that provokes curiosity and strengthens a 
belief in children’s own abilities 

 A curriculum underpinned by our school learning behaviours 

 A broad curriculum which is ambitious, challenging and inspiring which deepens 
understanding and makes transferable connections across learning 

 An enriched curriculum that inspires life-long learning 

 A culture that develops good subject knowledge where there is ongoing learning and 
sharing of good practice amongst staff 

 A curriculum that builds a foundation for children to understand, respect and value 
the world and their place in it while building positive attitudes 

 A curriculum that focusses on reading and vocabulary to allow equity for all to enable 
all children to access a full curriculum 

 Embedded assessment and evaluation to continue to support and develop a 
curriculum to the needs of the children and the world in which they live. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Early Years Foundation Stage 

 
The Foundation Stage is a vital part of every child’s learning and development. Throughout 
the Foundation Stage, children begin to develop key learning skills such as listening, 
speaking, persistence, co-operation and collaboration, creativity and independence.  
 
Our children learn these skills through a variety of activities both indoors and outside and we 
are committed to making the children’s experiences both active and purposeful. We match 
the activities they are given closely to their stage of development, needs and interests and 
always allow for the children to develop activities in their own way.  
 
Our children are also encouraged to develop skills in reading, writing and mathematics; to 
begin with, this is very much approached through play with more structured approaches 
introduced when each individual child is ready. 
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Special Educational Needs 
 

We have a strong commitment to inclusive education and aim to involve all children in 
every aspect of school life. It is our aim to identify children with special educational 
needs as soon as possible in order to provide the support necessary to meet these 
needs and allow all children to have access to the National Curriculum. We recognise 
the importance of working with parents and we consult support agencies where we feel 
this is appropriate. Children identified as having needs beyond the school’s basic 
entitlement plan will have an individual pupil passport which will have specific targets to 
work towards and which will be shared with parents.  
 

Children with Disabilities 
We welcome children with disabilities. Provision for them is made in consultation with 
parents and support services. On-going reviews will aim to ensure that any child with a 
disability is able to access learning at an appropriate level, while participating fully in 
school life. 

 

Equal Opportunities 
The promotion of equal opportunities is recognised by all the staff and governors at our 
school. We aim to ensure that all pupils regardless of race, religion, gender, background 
or ability, receive a broad and balanced curriculum and have equal opportunities in all 
aspects of school life. 

 

The Local Offer 
More information on the provision we are able to offer to children with any sort of 
additional need and their families can be found in our Local Offer document which can 
be viewed on our website. A paper copy is also available on request from the school 
office. 
 

Home Learning 
 
We provide a variety of home learning opportunities which are designed to help our 
children build up key skills and to enable our children to express their own interests 
and individuality through their learning.  
 
We do expect every child to read each night once they are given a reading book 
from school. 
 
As they progress through the school, the type of home learning the children get will 
change. 
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Our Uniform 
 

Our uniform consists of: 
 
Girls: 
Grey skirt, pinafore dress or trousers 
White polo shirt or blouse 
School jumper or cardigan 
Green and white summer dress 
Black school shoes 
 
Boys: 
Grey trousers or shorts 
White polo shirt or shirt 
School jumper  
Black school shoes 
 
PE Kit: 
School T-shirt  
Black shorts 
Black tracksuit trousers (for colder weather) 
Trainers or daps 
Drawstring kit bag 
 
Earrings should be studs only which will be taped for PE 
Hair bands and small bows should be green, yellow, white, black or blue 
 
Our uniform is available online from Mapac:  
www.mapac.com 
 
If you would like to check sizes, please ask in the school office. 
 
Please ensure that all items of clothing are clearly marked with your child’s name so 
that if they get misplaced we are able to return them.  
 

 
 
 

  

http://www.mapac.com/
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Essential Information 
 

Emergencies  
If your child has an accident or is ill, we will contact you as quickly as possible. For this 
reason it is important that parents fill out the contact form provided when a child starts 
school and keep us updated of any changes to contact details. Please make sure we 
can contact you by ensuring your mobile is on when out. 
 

Severe Weather 
In the event of severe weather preventing the school from opening, the decision will be 
taken as early as possible and information posted on our website and on our Facebook 
page. There will also be a recorded message on the school telephone. 
 

Medicines  
It is important that children who are unwell are kept at home. However, we recognise 
that occasionally a child may be well enough for school and yet require prescribed 
medication. Any request for medication to be given at school must be made to the 
school office.  
You will be required to sign a form stating the dose and time of administration. Inhalers 
for asthma will be kept in school after discussion about your child’s needs.  
 

Valuables  
Money can only be brought into school for a specific purpose and should be given to the 
teacher as soon as possible after arrival at school. Watches are worn at the child’s own 
risk. We ask that children do not bring toys into school although items of special interest 
or those related to the current theme may be brought in for the child to show to the 
class.  
Mobile phones are not allowed in school. 
   

Safeguarding  
We take our Safeguarding responsibilities very seriously. This means that we have 
ensured (and will continue to do so) that everyone working in the school has 
successfully completed the necessary clearances to enable them to work with your 
children. It also means that we have a staff member who is specifically trained and 
nominated as the Designated Child Protection Person within school. This person is 
Victoria Withers.  
 
We would always hope to share any concerns we may have about your child with you, at 
the first opportunity as we hope you do with us. If you have serious and genuine 
concerns about a child at school, other than your own, you can share them in confidence 
with us. Part of our legal duty to safeguard your children may also include us needing to 
consult with and take advice from other agencies such as the Police, or Children’s Social 
Care, should the need arise.  
 
By working closely together with you and our partner agencies, we firmly believe that we 
will continue to offer a safe learning environment for all our children. 

 
Charging Policy  
Our charging policy is available in the school office.  
Charges may be made for the following:  

 Individual music tuition 

 Ingredients or materials in practical subjects if the children have indicated they 
wish to keep the finished product 

 Residential visits 



11 
 

 The exact cost of optional extras i.e those not connected with the National 
Curriculum 

 Some Clubs 
 
Voluntary contributions may be invited for some school activities and transport costs. 
Where this is the case, parents will always be informed at the outset. The activity may 
not take place if insufficient funds are raised. 
 

Complaints 
Please see our website for our full complaints policy. 
 
 

School Information 

Pupils on roll: 85 
Age Range: 4 – 11 years 
School Hours: 8.55am – 12.20pm and 1.15pm – 3.15pm 
 
Our school is maintained by Somerset Education Authority, whose contact details are: 
Somerset LEA  
Children and Young People’s Department  
Taunton  
Somerset  
TA1 4DY  
Telephone 01823 355455 
 

Ditcheat Primary School 
Ditcheat 
Shepton Mallet 
Somerset 
BA4 6RB 

Telephone: 01749 860329 

Email: ditcheat@educ.somerset.gov.uk 

Website: www.ditcheatprimary.co.uk 

 

mailto:ditcheat@educ.somerset.gov.uk
http://www.ditcheatprimary.co.uk/

